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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / June 4

Message to the Congress Transmitting Documentation on Most-Favored-
Nation Trade Status for Certain Former Eastern Bloc States
June 3, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby transmit the document referred to

in subsection 402(d)(1) of the Trade Act of
1974, as amended (the ‘‘Act’’), with respect to
a further 12-month extension of authority to
waive subsections (a) and (b) of section 402
of the Act. This document constitutes my rec-
ommendation to continue in effect this waiver
authority for a further 12-month period, and
includes my reasons for determining that con-
tinuation of the waiver authority and waivers
currently in effect for Albania, Belarus,

Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,
and Uzbekistan will substantially promote the
objectives of section 402 of the Act. I have
submitted a separate report with respect to the
People’s Republic of China.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
June 3, 1997.

NOTE: The related determination of June 3 is list-
ed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks on Signing the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
Amendments of 1997
June 4, 1997

Thank you very much. He did a great job,
didn’t he? Thank you, Josh, for your story.
Thank you, Judy, for your work and the power
of your example. And thanks to your mom.
[Laughter]

I thank Secretary Riley. I thank all the chil-
dren who are here with me on the platform
who have come to symbolize what this legisla-
tion is all about and all the children who are
out there in the crowds. I thank those of you
who have helped me over the years to know
and understand what is at stake in this issue
more clearly. I thank especially the people who
deserve the credit for what we’re doing today,
the Members of Congress, the committee chairs:
Senator Jeffords and Congressman Goodling and
Senator Kennedy and Senator Harkin, Congress-
men Clay and Martinez and Riggs. I’d like to
say a special word of thanks to all the staff
people who worked on this but especially to
David Hoppe, Senator Lott’s chief of staff, who
did such a fine job here. Thank you, David.

I would like to ask—they’re all going to come
up here later when we sign the bill, but there
must be 30 Members of Congress here. And
this bill, as you know, received virtual unanimity
of support across party lines and regional lines.
And in addition to the Members whose names

I mentioned, I’d like to ask all the Members
of Congress to stand here and be recognized
for what they did. Thank you all.

I thank all the advocates who are here. I
dare not start to identify you all, but I will
say I am glad to see Eunice Shriver here, and
thank you for what you have done to help me
understand this issue better.

For 22 years now, the IDEA has been the
driving force behind the simple idea we have
heard restated and symbolized here today, that
every American citizen is a person of dignity
and worth, having a spirit and a soul, and having
the right to develop his or her full capacities.
Because of IDEA, disabled children all over
America have a better chance to reach that ca-
pacity. And through IDEA, we recognize our
common obligation to help them make the most
of their God-given potential.

We are here today to reaffirm and to advance
that goal. Education clearly will become even
more important to our people in the days ahead;
that is why I have made it my number one
priority as President. That is why last month,
when we announced the bipartisan agreement
to balance the budget, I was most proud that
we could do that and include an historic invest-
ment in education, the most significant increase
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